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Sakata’ s Zinnia “Profusion Double White Improved” wins two awards

Awarded the Gold Medal — the Highest Honor —
by the World-Renowned trial organization Fleuroselect and All-America Selections

Sakata’s Zinnia “Profusion Double White Improved” has been awarded the prestigious Gold Medal — the
highest honor — for the 2027 season by Fleuroselect (FS) , the most authoritative ornamentals new variety
trial organization in Europe. “Profusion Double White Improved” has already been awarded the Gold Medal
— the highest honor — from the prestigious All-America Selections (AAS), the most authoritative flowers
and vegetables new variety trial organization in the United States, earning a two awards recognized by
both judging panels. Within the Profusion and Profusion Double series, this marks the fourth variety to
receive two awards, the sixth Gold Medal from F'S, and the fifth Gold Medal from AAS. These achievements
demonstrate the series’ high recognition across both United States and Europe.

The Profusion and Profusion Double series from Sakata have earned global trust among professional
growers, landscapers, municipalities, and home gardeners. Known for its superior disease resistance, heat
and drought tolerance, and uniform, compact plant habit, this series offers a wide range of colors in both
single and double flowered types. The new award winning “Profusion Double White Improved” stands out
for its larger flower diameter and increased flower petal count compared to the previous Double White
variety. It also offers enhanced flower longevity, ensuring impressive displays over an extended period. In
the F'S trials, these improvements were highly praised, with comments such as: “Attractive double flowers
that bloom continuously,” “The Zinnia Profusion series has compact growth with strong basal branching,”
and “Larger flower size than the current commercialized variety.”

We are selling the variety worldwide. In Japan, we plan to sell the variety from early February 2026.
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[Reference materials for news]

Fleuroselect (FS: European seeds and pot & bedding plants competition) is an ornamental plant industry
association established in 1970. Fleuroselect tests and evaluates new pots, bedding plants and varieties,
protects member varieties, and promotes award winners. The applied varieties are evaluated for novelty
and practicality through cultural trials and assessments conducted at various sites in Europe. Especially
superior varieties are awarded a gold medal. The winners will be grown and displayed in different public
gardens in Europe, in US and in Asia as introduction and promotion to home gardeners and professional

plant producers.

All-America Selections (AAS) is a non-profit organization that was established in 1932 to introduce and
promote new superior varieties of flowers and vegetables to gardeners in the USA and Canada. AAS is, in
the horticulture industry, one of the most authoritative organizations, to which world’s leading seed
companies apply their new varieties to contest. Every year, variety comparative trials and evaluations are
conducted in various sites in the USA and Canada, and superior varieties (winning varieties) are identified.
Varieties superior to other winners by far will be awarded a gold medal, such honorable prize as being

conferred only once or twice in a decade.
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